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Chancellor Welcome Message
Thank you for the opportunity to partner with you in 
delivering educational success to your students.

Brandman University has a long heritage of 
academic excellence as part of the prestigious 
Chapman University System for over sixty years. 
With our regionally accredited programs by WASC 
Senior College and University Commission, we 
have a proven reputation for providing a high 
quality education that meets the professional 
standards of both CTC and NCATE.

Enclosed are the tools you need to support your 
students along their academic journey. I hope 
this toolkit proves to be a valuable asset for you 
and your students. Together, we can move toward 
creating positive transformational change.

Sincerely,
Gary Brahm
Chancellor
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Introduction

For many students, the pathway to a four-year degree isn’t always easy to navigate. As 
counselors, their success is your success. That’s why we want to make it easy for you 
to help your students create a successful pathway to a four-year degree.

This guidebook was designed so key information and student materials are at your 
fingertips. From application to graduation, Brandman is proud to be your partner 
throughout your students’ educational journey, no matter what pathway they choose. 
Brandman has 57 degree programs with 76 emphasis areas, concentrations, 
credentials and specialties that allow students to customize their degree at over 27 
locations or online. Our degree programs are in the areas of Arts & Sciences, Business 
& Professional Studies, Education and Nursing & Health Professions.

We proudly deliver on our student-centric philosophy which distinguishes us from other 
four-year programs around the nation. At Brandman, we’re committed to cultivating a 
supportive culture to ensure our students reach their educational goals. When students 
come to you with degree questions, you can speak with confidence about our 81 
percent graduation rate* — a testament to our student-centric approach that guides 
students through their bachelor’s degree. On average, our students attain their degrees 
at a higher rate than other four-year universities.*

Most of all, as a nonprofit college, we’re dedicated to reinvesting in our students and 
their success by continuing to provide quality academic programs and a network of 
resources. We’re delighted to be one of the designated nonprofit colleges to facilitate 
the California Community College Initiative. That means your students pursuing an 
Associate Degree for Transfer (ADT) can receive guaranteed acceptance to our four-
year university.

If you have any questions, please reach out to the contact in the front of your 
guidebook or connect with the campus director at your nearby Brandman 
campus. Thank you for your commitment to set up every student for success and 
recommending a pathway with Brandman University.

*Ginder, S.A., Kelly-Reid, J.E., and Mann, F.B. (2018). Graduation Rates for Selected Cohorts, 2009–14; 
Outcome Measures for Cohort Year 2009–10; Student Financial Aid, Academic Year 2016–17; and 
Admissions in Postsecondary Institutions, Fall 2017: First Look (Provisional Data) (NCES 2018-151). U.S. 
Department of Education. Washington, DC: National Center for Education Statistics. Retrieved March 29, 
2019 from https://nces.ed.gov/pubsearch. 
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Student Transfer Checklist 

Done ✓ Activity Notes
Meet with a community college counselor to identify 
your degree pathway to Brandman University and 
complete your Student Education Plan (SEP).

Apply and claim your TAG tuition scholarship by 
contacting a Brandman enrollment coach at  
800.746.0082 or enroll@brandman.edu, visiting your 
local Brandman campus or applying directly online at 
http://www.brandman.edu/apply.

Complete your Free Application for Federal Student Aid 
(FAFSA) or California Dream Act Application with School 
Code 041618 for Brandman at https://studentaid.
ed.gov/sa/fafsa.

Submit your official transcripts from community 
college and all other colleges and universities 
previously attended.

Meet with your Brandman One Stop specialist to 
discuss financial aid options for funding your education.

Meet with your Brandman academic advisor to create 
your customized education plan.

Register for classes.

Attend Brandman New Student Orientation.

Order books and any other class materials.

Attend classes and enjoy your experience!
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Brandman University, a part of the Chapman University System, is a private, nonprofit institution accredited by the WASC Senior College and 
University Commission, that offers academic programs at more than 25 campuses throughout California and Washington and online, and through 
Brandman MyPath™, our self-paced competency-based education modality.

+



*National Center for Education Statistics, IPEDS, Spring 2009-2010 Fall Outcome Measures 
Collection 8-year Graduation Rate (Final Release Data as of March 29, 2019.)
**Total scholarship amount may vary by student depending on academic history and program 
of choice. Brandman tuition rates are subject to change while the per credit award amount 
will remain the same over the life of the program. The scholarship cannot be combined with 
any other allowance or special pricing, including military tuition rates.
Brandman.edu/sources
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YOUR TRANSFER 
PARTNER FOR SUCCESS
From community college to Brandman to graduation 
and beyond, Brandman is your partner.

APPLYING
Our designated enrollment coaches will help you:
•  Choose your degree program
•  Complete your application
•  Locate/order college transcripts & documents

STAYING ON TRACK
Count on your designated academic advisor to:
•  Explain program requirements
•  Help build your education plan & stay on track

AFFORDABILITY
Your designated One Stop specialist can assist with: 
•  Understanding tuition, financial aid status & options
•  10% Community College Transfer Tuition Scholarship**

•  VA and military TA eligibility 

CULTURE OF SUPPORT
•  Online, hybrid and self-paced classes
•  Tutoring services available
•  Real world curriculum
•  Faculty are scholar practitioners 
•  Accessibility resources, including speech to text

CAREER-BUILDING
Lifelong access to alumni and career development 
resources and services:
•  Job search resources
•  Resume and cover letter assistance
•  Interview preparation
•  Networking opportunities
•  Events and activities

STEPS TO BECOMING A BRANDMAN 
UNIVERSITY STUDENT

Meet with your community college 
counselor to identify your degree pathway 
to Brandman University and complete your 
Student Education Plan (SEP).

Apply and claim your community college
tuition scholarship by contacting a Brandman 
enrollment coach at 800.746.0082 or 
enroll@brandman.edu, visiting your local 
Brandman campus or applying directly online 
at brandman.edu/apply. 

Meet with your Brandman One Stop 
specialist to discuss financial aid options 
for funding your education.

Complete your Free Application for Federal 
Student Aid (FAFSA) or California Dream 
Act Application using School Code 041618 
for Brandman.

Submit your official transcripts from your
community college and from all other colleges 
and universities previously attended.  

Meet with your Brandman academic advisor 
to create your customized education plan.

Register for classes at brandman.edu.

Attend a Brandman new student orientation.

Order books and any other class materials.

Attend classes and enjoy your experience!

800.581.4100  |  brandman.edu
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Why Brandman?

Brandman University: Nontraditional Paths to Student Success

Brandman University is a pioneer in serving nontraditional students and the recognized 
leader in the evolution of adult learning. In fact, we’re the only stand-alone, accredited 
university to focus solely on the working adult learner. 

In accordance with its mission, Brandman designs distinguished programs that provide 
a dynamic education that gives students skills they can use in their careers today and 
as their careers evolve. Our degree, certificate and credential programs are flexible, so 
that nontraditional students can proceed at their own pace toward their goals.

Our Programs Are Rigorous & Accredited

Brandman is:
• Accredited regionally by the WASC Senior College and University Commission 
• Ranked consistently among the best in the nation by U.S. News & World Report for 

online programs

The university offers associate, bachelor’s, master’s and doctoral degrees, as well 
as certificates, credentials and authorizations. Many of our outstanding degree 
programs and other benchmark programs are accredited by professional organizations 
and associations.

Our history Is Rooted in Military

Brandman University began as Chapman University College in 1958, an institution that 
served members of the military throughout the West with higher education programs 
tailored to their needs. The wildly popular programs fostered the development of 
Chapman University College programs in many states.

We proudly continue this tradition, as shown by our recent recognition from Military 
Times as the highest-ranked private online/nontraditional institution in California 
and the second-highest overall. We’re also consistently recognized as a Best 
for Vets school*.

*Military Friendly: Private offering Doctorate/State: CA. (2019, Spring). About Brandman University [Web 
post]. Retrieved from https://www.militaryfriendly.com/schools/brandman-university/
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Brandman continues this military-friendly tradition:
• Overall, 25% of Brandman students have military ties or connections
• 12% are active or reserve
• 11% are veterans
• 3% are military dependents

Our Learning Environments Are Student-Centric

Today at Brandman – a private, nonprofit university – we offer a quality education of 
distinction to 13,000 nontraditional students each year at 27 campuses and online. We 
remain committed to providing a learning environment geared for the working adult 
student with flexible formats, relevant curriculum and personalized student services 
and resources. Convenient classes with year-round enrollment make obtaining a 
degree achievable for our busy adult students. Classes can be taken:

• 100% online
• Blended, online with some on-campus attendance
• Online self-paced via Brandman MyPath™ — a flexible, affordable, self-paced 

competency-based education program

Student success is Brandman’s primary goal. With our 81 percent graduation rate*, we 
have proof that our student-centric approach works.

Our Curriculum Is Current & Relevant

We’ve reverse-engineered our curriculum to ensure what we teach is what employers 
need. Therefore, real-world curriculum means:

• Courses are presented by faculty members who also are experts in their fields.
• Students receive relevant instruction that can be applied directly to the workplace.
• Coursework continually evolves to meet the shifting needs of the rapidly 

changing workplace.
• Current students benefit from mentoring and networking opportunities, as well as 

career coaching.

*National Center for Education Statistics, IPEDS, Spring 2009-2010 Fall Outcome Measures Collection 
8-year Graduation Rate (Final Release Data as of March 29, 2019.) https://nces.ed.gov/programs/digest/
d17/tables/dt17_326.10.asp
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Programs Tailored to Students’ Needs, Schedules and Busy Lives

Brandman offers more than 90 career paths* to meet students’ schedules and career 
goals. Five coursework areas are: 

• Arts & Sciences
• Business & Professional Studies
• Education
• Nursing & Health Professions
• Extended Education

No matter the degree program, certificate or credential program, Brandman 
focuses on results: The university has one of the highest graduation rates of any 
university of its kind.

Our Innovation has Been Recognized

Awards honoring Brandman University at the local, regional and state level quantify 
the institution’s ongoing value to students, businesses and communities. A few of 
the most recent honors include a 2013 Business Member of the Year Award from the 
Association of California Community College Administrators, which recognized us 
for our outstanding involvement in the community college system, including assisting 
members and providing students with internship programs.

U.S. News & World Report 
Brandman has been recognized for providing excellent online programs to our 
students. After evaluating hundreds of colleges and universities from across the nation, 
the publication ranked Brandman University a Top 10 school for our online bachelor’s 
degree programs. We also stood out in student services and technology, ranking higher 
than half of the Top 10 schools.

The American Council on Education (ACE)/Fidelity Investments Award for 
Institutional Transformation 
Brandman University was presented the award at ACE’s 99th annual meeting in March 
2017. The award was created to recognize institutions that have responded to higher 
education challenges in innovative and creative ways and achieved dramatic changes 
in a relatively brief period. 

*Including degree programs, emphasis areas, concentrations, credentials and specialties comprising both 
credit and non-credit bearing coursework, across its schools of arts and sciences, business, education, 
nursing and health.
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National Association of College and University Business Officers 
Innovation Award 
Brandman University’s custom-designed Student Accounts Receivable performance 
metrics and collections system earned the university this honor and its second 
NACUBO award in two years. The system increased cash balances and decreased 
SAR balances – days before student payments are received – and reduced the amount 
of our staff’s time spent on follow-ups.

In 2017, Brandman was also recognized for innovative business functions that 
allowed approved Brandman MyPath™ students to receive federal financial aid. This 
technology gave students the flexibility to finance their degree while still maintaining 
the freedom to work at their own pace and start courses at any time during the year. 

Our Devotion to Student Success

Brandman’s main concern has always been student outcomes over the bottom line. 
That’s why we focus on:

• Providing quality academic programs for working adults
• Offering a culture of support necessary to ensure student success
• Supporting students with advocates who work with students one-to-one, ensuring 

students are fully prepared with in-demand and career-building skills

Brandman University is truly a partner to our students by offering:
• Many pathways to degrees, certifications and credentials 
• Flexible programs
• Career-centric education
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Transfer Policy for GE Basic and Breadth Requirements

At the time of matriculation, students who have completed one of the following five 
degrees and/or certificates will be credited with fulfilling all of Brandman University’s 
general education basic and breadth requirements:

1. Associate Degree for Transfer (AA-T or AS-T)
2. California State University General Education Breadth (CSU-GE)
3. Intersegmental General Education Transfer Curriculum (IGETC)
4. Community College Associate Degree (AA or AS) with a CSU-GE or IGETC
5. Community College Associate Degree (AA or AS) with a native general education

pattern will be reviewed on a case-by-case basis.

Students who have not completed one of the five degree and/or certificate options 
above, but who have completed a minimum of 12 semester credits of transferable 
coursework with a cumulative GPA of 2.0 or better will be evaluated for fulfillment of 
Brandman’s general education basic and breadth requirements.

Students certified as having met all area requirements in the CSU-GE or IGETC 
with a C- or better will be credited with fulfilling all of Brandman University’s 
General Education Basic and Breadth requirements. Students must provide proof of 
certification when the final transcript is sent to Brandman. The Brandman University 
Catalog (http://catalog.brandman.edu/academic-policies-procedures/undergraduate-
credit-hour-based/) includes this policy and is included here as follows:

General Education Block Transfer 
Completion of the full CSU or UC IGETC certification (CA), Washington and Oregon state-
approved Direct Transfer degrees or other state’s equivalent transfer certification prior to 
the student being admitted or enrolled and attending his/her first session in a bachelor 
degree program at Brandman satisfies all Brandman University General Education Basic 
Skills and Breadth requirements. LBSU 302 Information Fluency and Academic Integrity 
and LBSU 304 Liberal Arts Core Foundations must be taken at Brandman University.

Community college courses that partially fulfill selected CSU-GE or IGETC general 
education options completed at a college prior to admission at Brandman will be 
credited toward partial fulfillment of the like General Education Basic and Breadth 
requirement at Brandman. 

Courses completed at regionally accredited public colleges and universities outside the 
state of California which meet bachelor’s level general education requirements within 
a statewide college or university system and are documented in the college catalog, 
will be articulated to fulfill like general education requirements at Brandman. All other 
coursework will be evaluated on a course-by-course basis.
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Brandman University Transfer Page

Step 1

•	Go	to	www.Brandman.edu

•	Choose	Admissions –	Transfer Center

Notes



Step 2

• Choose
Transfer Your College Credits

Notes



Step 3

•	Scroll	down	on	the	page	to	the	listing	of	
community	colleges

•	Choose	your	community	college

Notes



Step 4

•	Find	key	transfer	resources	including:

 ˚ Brandman	Transfer	Checklist

 ˚ Program	Info	Session	dates

 ˚ ADT	Pathways	and	Transfer	Guides

Notes
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FAq

General

What is the difference between Associate of Arts and Bachelor of Arts degrees? 
• The Associate of Arts (AA) covers most of the general education courses required  

of all students. 
 ˚ AA represents the first 60 credits of what is required to earn a bachelor’s degree.

• The BA focuses study on a particular program of interest. 
 ˚ 120 credits are required for the Bachelor of Arts (BA) degree (up to half may be 
fulfilled via earning an AA).

Can a student take Brandman University classes while also attending 
community college? 
Yes, a student may take courses concurrently at other locations provided: 

• This does not conflict with financial aid obligations  
• There is not an issue with courses that may be remedial, duplication or violate 

pre-requisites

*It is always advisable to work closely with an academic advisor to verify coursework transferability and 
with a Brandman One Stop specialist to consider financial implications.

What is the difference between Brandman University and Chapman University? 
Brandman has a long history with Chapman University that started in 1958 with the 
creation of a university division designed to serve military and other nontraditional 
students. Brandman proudly earned our own regional accreditation and evolved 
into a separate university devoted to adult learners as part of the Chapman 
University System.

Is Brandman University accredited? 
Yes. Brandman University is regionally accredited by the WASC Senior College and 
University Commission (WSCUC), which is a regional accrediting agency serving a 
diverse membership of public and private higher education institutions throughout 
California, Hawaii and the Pacific as well as a limited number of institutions 
outside the U.S. 

WSCUC is recognized by the U.S. Department of Education, the institution that 
certifies eligibility for federal funding in a number of programs, including student access 
to federal financial aid.

• For more information about WSCUC, please go to www.wscuc.org  
or call 510.748.9001.
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About how much time will students need to devote to each class? 
Brandman courses are designed to be effective in enabling students to learn in an 
accelerated format. Courses are:

• Rigorous and require students to commit to at least 15 hours of instruction 
and course-related activities per week, plus adequate time for studying and 
completing assignments

Application Process

How do students apply to Brandman University? 
Brandman has a no-cost, fully online application at brandman.edu/apply. 

Who can assist students with the application process? 
A student’s enrollment coach is the connection to their application status 
and next steps.

• They’re here to help students with any general questions about the 
application process. 

• If a student has not already been contacted by an enrollment coach, they can call 
800.746.0082 to be connected to one. 

• They can also email apply@brandman.edu for support.

Where can students submit their application documents? 
Documents* can be sent to the office of admission by:

• Dropping them off directly at their local campus
• Emailing them to apply@brandman.edu
• Faxing them to 866.659.1143
• Mailing them to: Office of Admission, 16355 Laguna Canyon Road, Irvine, CA 92618. 

*Please do not fax or email test scores or transcripts. Unless sent directly from the registrar’s office of a 
student’s former learning institution, faxed or emailed test scores or transcripts are considered unofficial 
and do not meet the admissions requirement.

How can students check on their admissions status? 
• Once a student submits their application for admission they’ll receive an email 

containing their username and pin. 
 ˚ Students will need this to access our Self Service system where they can check 
their status as well as view their outstanding requirements. 

• To access Self Service, students can go to the Future Student tab on MyBrandman, 
the university’s student portal.
 ˚ From there, they can click on the Self Service icon, enter their username and pin 
and view their admission status and application information.
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What if a student wants to defer their admission? 
• If a student decides they want to wait until a future trimester to enroll, they can do 

so for one year after their initial admission date. 
• If they do not enroll in the trimester they applied to, they’ll need to submit a Request 

to Reactivate Application form* when they decide to enroll. 

*This form can be found on the MyBrandman portal and can be submitted electronically. 

How long will it take to find out if a student is admitted? How will they find out? 
• Applicants can check on their status anytime by logging into the Self Service 

system online. 
• Once a decision is made, they’ll receive a hard copy letter in the mail, directly from 

the Office of Admission, letting them know of the admission decision. 
• If admitted, their enrollment coach will contact them to discuss the next steps.

How do students make changes to their application? 
During the application process, applicants have the option to make changes to the 
application with an application addendum. They can make changes one of two ways:

• Provide a written statement of the changes by email to apply@brandman.edu.
• Complete the electronic Application Addendum form or the fillable PDF copy. 

What is a Statement of Trimester Change? 
If a student decides they want to wait until a future trimester to enroll, they can do so 
for one year after their initial admission date.

• If they do not enroll in the trimester they applied to, they will need to submit a 
Request to Reactivate Application form* when they decide to enroll.

*This form can be found on the MyBrandman portal and can be submitted electronically. 

What is the Academic Fresh Start Option? 
Undergraduate students applying for admission to Brandman University through 
Academic Fresh Start may elect to:

• Have all academic and military coursework, completed at any institution of 
higher education 10 or more years prior to the time of application, ignored for 
admission purposes 
• Once admitted under Academic Fresh Start, students may not receive course 

credit for any courses taken 10 or more years prior to admission to Brandman. 
Ignored course work cannot be used to satisfy prerequisite or degree 
requirements at Brandman. If a student is seeking post-baccalaureate admission, 
they are not eligible for the Academic Fresh Start option.
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When is tuition due? 
Tuition is due prior to the start of the session. Students are responsible for the 
purchase of materials prior to the start of classes. 

• Billing for the new session shows two weeks prior to class. 
• For those with financial aid in process, registration may be allowed; students should 

speak with their One Stop specialist to determine their current funding status. 
• For military students in good standing, registration will be allowed. 
• For out-of-pocket students, tuition may be paid prior to the first day of class.

What transcripts are required to be submitted for admission? 
Admission requirements vary by program. 

• Check the website or current catalog for specific requirements related to a student’s 
program of interest.

• When filling out the online application, students must list their complete academic 
history regardless of the transcript requirements.
 ˚ Undergraduate: Students applying to any of our undergraduate programs, 
transcripts are required from all institutions previously attended.

 ˚ Graduate: Students applying to one of our graduate programs are required to 
submit transcripts from the bachelor’s degree granting institution and any course 
work completed or attempted concurrently with the bachelor’s program, including 
anything taken after the degree was awarded.

What is an official transcript? 
An official transcript is one sent directly from the institution of record to Brandman 
University in a sealed envelope or submitted electronically to Brandman University from 
the institution of record. 

• A transcript issued to the applicant may be accepted if it is delivered in the official 
unopened and sealed envelope from the institution of record. 

• Transcripts and test scores that have been sent to us by fax will not be accepted. 

What transcript submissions does Brandman require? 
Brandman requires:

• Official transcripts from all institutions attended 
• If a student doesn’t have college credit, a high school transcript with degree 

posted or GED equivalent is required.

Where do I send my transcripts? 
Brandman University, Office of Admissions  
16355 Laguna Canyon Road, Irvine, CA 92618.*

*Please do not fax or email test scores or transcripts. Unless sent directly from the registrar’s office of a 
student’s former learning institution, faxed or emailed test scores or transcripts are considered unofficial 
and do not meet the admissions requirement.
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What is the difference between an unofficial transcript and an official transcript? 
An unofficial transcript can be used for review of student progress but is not used to 
apply transfer credits. 

• Official transcripts are produced by the issuing institution and delivered to another 
entity via sealed envelope or electronically. 

Support Team

What is an enrollment coach? 
Enrollment coaches are a student’s primary point of contact at Brandman prior to 
starting classes. 

• Coaches ensure that all students have guidance and personalized support 
through program selection, the admissions process and preparing for a successful 
start to classes.

• Students are contacted by the enrollment coaching team upon submission of the 
TAG application. 

• To contact an enrollment coach directly, call 800.746.0082  
or email enroll@brandman.edu.

What is a One Stop specialist? 
The One Stop specialist is a resource for students prior to starting classes at 
Brandman to plan for funding their education. Once the student is admitted and 
enrolled, the One Stop is the single point of contact for:

• Registration
• Financial aid
• Billing, payments
• Refunds
• Scholarships
• How to order textbooks
• Veteran benefits

What is an academic advisor? 
A professional academic advisor is assigned to a student once the student is admitted 
to Brandman University. 
The advisor will support the student throughout their educational experience by: 

• Co-creating and monitoring the student’s full education plan
• Explaining university academic policies and procedures
• Helping the student navigate decisions affecting academic and career goals
• Teaching the student effective self-advocacy skills to ensure successful 

program completion
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Support Resources

Is financial aid available? 
Students who enroll in an undergraduate or graduate degree program may apply 
for financial aid to help finance their education. Explore a variety of financial aid 
options including:

• California State Aid including the Cal Grant, Chaffee Grant, California 
National Guard Education Assistance Award Program and the Child 
Development Grant Program

• Federal financial aid including Federal Pell Grant, FSEOG or Federal Supplemental 
Educational Opportunity Grant and The William D. Ford Federal Direct Loans 
(Subsidized, Unsubsidized and/or Parent PLUS)

• Alternative loans are also available to qualified students

To learn how we can help support students through the financial aid process,  
please call 800.746.0082 or email enroll@brandman.edu. 

How do students register with the Office of Accessible Education and 
Counseling Services? 
Academic accommodations and assistive technology due to a disability are available to 
current students. 

• Students can contact their designated academic advisor and he/she will be 
happy to discuss how to register with the Office of Accessible Education and 
Counseling Services.

• Campus staff are also available to answer questions and guide students 
through the process.

• Complete a student data sheet and provide our team with disability documentation.
• Once we receive the documents, the staff will schedule an interview with 

the student and design a letter of accommodations which will be given to 
their instructors.

• For more information, please contact 877.285.9968 or loconnor@brandman.edu.

Military and Veteran Students

How can students use their VA benefits? 
• Apply for admission with all the pertinent information such as transcripts, etc.
• Provide a Certificate of Eligibility (CoE) form.
• Students may be certified for VA benefits while waiting to be admitted to the 

University (up to two terms).
• Students must enroll in courses that are part of the degree program and requests 

certification through Self Service.

*Once the Military Services team reviews the pertinent documents and determines eligibility, the student 
is certified to receive housing and tuition benefits. 
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How can Brandman help students with their GI Bill® benefits? 
Authorized students may use the various Chapters of the GI Bill® to pay for tuition. 

• Whether or not a student will have out-of-pocket costs depends on which chapter 
of the GI Bill® is authorized.

• Some chapters pay the education benefit directly to the veteran, while others pay 
the education benefit directly to the school.

• More detailed questions should be directed to the VA for the most accurate 
answers concerning specific benefits.

How can students use their military Tuition Assistance (TA) benefits? 
Active-duty military students and qualified dependents receive the military tuition rate 
while enrolled at Brandman University. 

• Students need to apply for Tuition Assistance with their command for the courses 
they enroll in, prior to the start of classes.

• Once the TA request form is approved by their command, the student turns in the 
form to their One Stop specialist for processing.

• The military branch is invoiced after the add/drop period and the university receives 
the funds directly from the respected military branches.

• Associate and undergraduate programs’ tuition rate is $250 per credit hour.
• Graduate tuition rate is $400 per credit hour.

What is the Yellow Ribbon Program? 
Brandman participates in the U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) GI Education 
Enhancement Program, otherwise known as the “Yellow Ribbon Program.” 

• The program is a provision of the Post-9/11 Veterans Educational Assistance Act 
of 2008 that makes additional funds available for a student’s education program 
without further charge to a student’s GI Bill® entitlement. 
 ˚ Brandman and the VA split tuition expenses that may exceed the public in-state 
undergraduate tuition rate. 

 ˚ Students are required to be 100% eligible to qualify for this benefit. 

*Spouses of active-duty service members and Fry Scholarship beneficiaries are *not eligible* for the 
Yellow Ribbon Program benefits.

What is Troops to Teachers? 
Troops to Teachers is a U.S. Department of Education and Department of Defense 
program that helps eligible military personnel transition to a career as a public school 
teacher. We’re an active partner and believe the skills, knowledge and experience one 
gains in the military are highly valuable to our public schools.
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What is MyCAA? 
Military Spouse Career Advancement Accounts Program (MyCAA) provides financial 
assistance for military spouses who are pursuing licenses or credentials leading to 
employment in portable career fields. 

• MyCAA is available to spouses of active-duty Army, Navy, Air Force or Marine 
service members or activated Reservists in pay grades El-ES, Wl-W2 or 01-02.

Brandman MyPath™

How is Brandman MyPath™ different from other Brandman programs? 
Brandman MyPath™, is our self-paced, competency-based educational platform. This 
flexible, online learning format allows students to use their experience to go as far and 
as fast as they’d like.

Will students’ previously completed college degrees transfer to a Brandman 
MyPath™ program? 
The following degrees are transferable:

• For a bachelor’s degree from an accredited college or university, all general 
requirements are waived.

• For an associate degree, prior coursework will be evaluated for transferability on a 
per case basis.

• An associate degree for transfer to CSU or UC system*

*Satisfies most General Education requirements. 

*Please note: Only classes with an earned grade of B- or better will be accepted into 
Brandman MyPath™.

What is the transcript submission deadline? 
We require that students submit all official transcripts for their application to be 
reviewed; however, because Brandman MyPath™ Program has a rolling admissions 
process there are no deadlines for submitting transcripts. 

What about transcript requirements for graduate students? 
Brandman MyPath™ will begin offering a MA in Organizational Leadership in 
Fall 1 of 2019.
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Online Classes

Do students only need to log into Blackboard once a week to submit an 
assignment or post on the discussion board? 
Successful students develop a consistent routine of logging into Blackboard to avoid 
getting behind, whether it be four, five or seven times, throughout the week. 

• Students need to log into Blackboard during the first week of class so they will not 
be dropped from the course due to non-attendance.

• Professors could require students to introduce themselves during the first 
week, either by submitting an email to the professor directly or posting it on the 
discussion board.

• Students will be required to read and comment on their classmates’ postings 
throughout the class in the online discussion boards. 

• Students will submit assignments online.

Do online courses require less time compared to a ground course (face to 
face instruction)?
An online Brandman course averages about 10 to 15 hours per week; the same as 
ground courses. In addition:

• Ground courses meet once a week for three hours
• It is suggested that online students dedicate the same amount of time to study in a 

quiet place that allows them to focus

Is technology utilized for online courses easy to use and can it be quickly learned 
on the first day of class? 
We offer technology support to set students up for success. 

• Students may participate in the Blackboard Tutorial available on MyBrandman 
before their class begins.

• Accessing course material prior to classes beginning allows students to review 
the online discussion requirements and start assignments early before classes 
begin on Monday.

• Students should ensure their computer is well-equipped and updated with the 
recommended software programs such as Mozilla Firefox, Microsoft Word, 
Blackboard and Adobe PDF Reader.

Do students have access to professors in online courses? 
Students most definitely have access to instructors via:

• Blackboard
• Email
• Online discussion boards
• Phone conversations, including texts

Students are provided with a course syllabus which identifies all the avenues of 
communication for a particular instructor for a particular course. 
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Do students taking online classes have classmates? 
Students online have classmates just like any other course. 

• Participating in class discussions is part of the online student learning modality. 
• Students interact with each other in Blackboard and often meet in person and 

communicate via email, video conferencing and phone. 
• The course syllabus advises students on how often classmates are to participate in 

conversations, just like a student would do in a ground classroom.

California Community College Transfer Program

An Associate Degree for Transfer (also referred to as ADT) is a special degree offered 
through the California Community Colleges that gives a student the opportunity to 
save time and money by guaranteeing a saved spot at many four-year universities in 
California. The Associate Degree for Transfer makes it easier for students to transfer 
between a California community college and CSU, UC, Historically Black Colleges 
or Universities (HBCU), Western Governors University (fully online university) or 
participating nonprofit, independent colleges in California (member institutions of 
AICCU), such as Brandman University.

Participating California Nonprofit, Independent Universities
There are 78 independent, nonprofit colleges and universities in California (member 
institutions of AICCU). https://adegreewithaguarantee.com/en-us/abouttheprogram/
findyourpath.aspx

View the agreement between the California Community Colleges and AICCU here: 
https://www.universityofcalifornia.edu/sites/default/files/UC-CCC-MOU.pdf.

What is an ADT degree?
An Associate Degree for Transfer (ADT) is a guaranteed pathway for transfer into the 
California State University (CSU) system. After earning an Associate of Arts for Transfer 
(AA-T) or Associate of Science for Transfer (AS-T) degree, students will be guaranteed 
admission to a CSU campus with junior standing.

What is an ADT Pathway?
Through the articulation process, Brandman has created customized transfer guides 
for each community college, related to their approved ADT degrees. These Academic 
Degree pathways are updated annually.

What is an Articulation Agreement?
A written agreement that lists courses at one college that are equivalent (or acceptable 
in lieu of) courses at another college.



25APPENDIX | FAq | BRANDMAN UNIVERSITY

What is a Transfer Pathway Guide?
A Transfer Pathway Guide is a document listing out coursework acceptable for transfer 
from a community college to Brandman University.

1. The transfer guides contain each of our undergraduate degree programs and the 
General Education curriculum.

2. The community college coursework has been evaluated by our Academic 
Program Services Department.

Career Pathways: Career pathways are an integrated collection of relevant programs 
and support services intended to develop students’ core academic, technical and 
employability skills; provide them with continuous education and training from K-12 
through college; and place them in high-demand, high-opportunity jobs.

What is a Transfer Pathway Guide: Through the articulation process, Brandman has 
created specific transfer guides to help advisors and future students map their transfer 
pathways. These tools are updated annually and identify courses in the transfer 
process and translate how they would apply to the student’s program of study. Each 
transfer guide is divided into sections that outline courses in transfer and how they 
apply to a student’s GE requirements and/or general electives as well as courses that 
apply to a student’s major requirements.

Who is a Transfer Student?
A transfer student is one who has completed at least 12 semester credits of college 
coursework seeking admission to a bachelor’s degree program at Brandman.

What is the California Community College Transfer Center?
A center that ensures a transfer culture by providing resources and counseling 
services to empower students so they can achieve their desired transfer goal and 
career objective.

What is the California Community College Counselor Center?
The Counseling Department is dedicated to assisting students in developing 
transitional skills to help them achieve success in their academic, career and life goals 
in an inclusive environment that embraces the diversity of students and community. 
Meetings are conducted in person and/or virtually. Topics include questions about 
transcripts, comprehensive education plans, F-1 Visa students, financial aid, program 
planning before registration, etc.
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Definition of Terms

Academic Advisor: A professional academic advisor is assigned to a student once 
the student is admitted to Brandman. The academic advisor will support the student 
throughout their educational experience by co-creating and monitoring the student’s 
full education plan, explaining university academic policies and procedures helping 
the student navigate decisions affecting academic and career goals, and teaching the 
student effective self-advocacy skills to ensure successful program completion. 

Accessible Education Services (Disabled Student Programs and Services 
(DSPS)): Incoming students may qualify for academic accommodations and assistive 
technology with the Office of Accessible Education and Counseling Services. Students 
may have the option of recording lectures, extended time on exams and projects, 
textbooks in an alternate format or closed and real-time captioning. Over 15 percent 
of university students have disabilities and are eligible for support. The university is 
committed to ensuring equal educational access.

Accreditation: Accreditation aids institutions in developing and sustaining effective 
educational programs and assures the educational community, the general public and 
other organizations that an accredited institution has met high standards of quality and 
effectiveness. Brandman University is regionally accredited by the Western Association 
of Schools and Colleges Senior College and University Commission (WSCUC), one 
of seven national regional accrediting agencies, which is recognized by the U.S. 
Department of Education as certifying institutional eligibility for federal funding in a 
number of programs, including student access to federal financial aid. All programs 
offered by Brandman University are encompassed by this regional accreditation. 

Alternative Credit: Credit by the college level examinations noted below will not be 
awarded when a student has previously been awarded credit for the equivalent course. 
Credits earned may be counted towards fulfilling general education, major or elective 
requirements. Credits are generally lower division unless specifically equivalent to an 
upper division Brandman course.

• Advanced Placement (AP) Examinations: Credit is awarded for scores of 3, 4 or 
5 on Advanced Placement Examinations. For a current list of approved exams, 
minimum scores and credits granted, please refer to the Brandman website.

• College-Level Examination Program (CLEP) and DANTES Subject Standardized 
Tests (DSST): Brandman accepts ACE minimum requirements on selected CLEP 
and DSST General Examinations and Subject Examinations. A current listing of 
acceptable exams and the credit awarded may be found on MyBrandman and the 
Brandman website. Any exam submitted for credit must meet the minimum score 
requirements regardless of a student’s catalog year and when the exam was taken.
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• International Baccalaureate (IB) Examinations: Credit is awarded for IB exams. For a 
current list of approved exams, minimum scores and credits granted, please refer to 
the Brandman website.

• Defense Language Proficiency Examinations (DLAT/DLPT): Brandman accepts ACE 
guidelines on DLAT/DLPT with a cap of lower division credit at 12 credits and upper 
division at six credits for a total of 18 maximum credits.

• Subject matter specific exams: Credit by exam will be accepted for credit as 
transcribed by the exam provider if the exam was provided by a regionally 
accredited institution.

American Council on Education (ACE): The American Council on Education 
(ACE) recommends credit for formal courses or examinations offered by various 
organizations. Brandman University accepts ACE recommendations for awarding 
academic credit. The recommendation is inclusive of level and discipline, subject to 
residency requirements and other limitations as set forth in specific degree programs.

Articulation: The process of comparing the content of courses that are transferred 
between postsecondary institutions.

Blackboard: Brandman courses are delivered using Blackboard, a learning 
management system allowing students and faculty to view all their course materials in 
one secure online space. 

Brandman MyPath™: Brandman MyPath™ is an affordable, accredited, online and 
self-paced program, providing students the flexibility to determine when, where and 
how they study. And because Brandman MyPath™ takes into consideration real world 
and work experiences, students can earn a bachelor’s in business or IT degree in less 
than four years.

Career Pathways: Career pathways are an integrated collection of relevant programs 
and support services intended to develop students’ core academic, technical and 
employability skills; provide them with continuous education and training from K-12 
through college; and place them in high-demand, high-opportunity jobs. 

College-Level Examination Program (CLEP): CLEP exams are credit-by-examination 
tests administered by College Board, available to anyone who is seeking college 
credit outside the traditional classroom. Only designated institution score reports are 
accepted. Please review the policy regarding limitations of credit prior to taking any 
exam. The listing of exams does not guarantee acceptance of credit. Students are 
subject to the Regulations Governing Credit by Examination outlined in the catalog. 
Credit is awarded for the ACE recommended minimum score or higher. 



28APPENDIX | DEFINITION OF TERMS | BRANDMAN UNIVERSITY

Competency-Based Education (CBE): A self-paced online learning modality that 
enables students to leverage their prior education and experience outside of formal 
instruction to move them faster through a degree program. We offer CBE programs in 
business and information technology through Brandman MyPath™. Instead of assigning 
letter grades and a schedule determined by seat-time, Brandman MyPath™’s CBE 
enables students to move as quickly or slowly through coursework as their schedule 
and mastery of the subject matter allows.

Concurrent Enrollment: Students taking credit courses at a community college while 
also enrolled at Brandman University.

Course Articulation Database: Articulation information is available for all California 
and out-of-state community colleges, as well as many four-year institutions. They 
represent coursework which we’ll accept in transfer to meet course equivalencies, 
general education or general elective credit. The information has been developed 
without assistance or input from the institutions included in this database. Courses not 
listed in the database have not yet been reviewed for transfer and in some cases, may 
be appropriate for transfer credit.

Credits: The California Code of Regulations defines a community college credit as one 
that requires a minimum of 48 semester hours of total student work or 33 quarter hours 
of total student work, which may include inside and/or outside-of-class work.

Enrollment Coach: Enrollment coaches are a student’s primary point of contact at 
Brandman prior to starting classes. The enrollment coach ensures that all students 
have guidance and personalized support through program selection, the admissions 
process and preparing for a successful start to classes. Students are contacted by the 
enrollment coaching team upon submission of the TAG application. 

Extended Education: Practice-based education and training offering workshops, 
seminars, certificate programs, professional credits and courses leading to certification 
and academic credit in a variety of fields.

Financing Your Education (FYE): This is the second appointment between a student 
and One Stop specialist where funding guidelines are established and needed forms 
and paperwork are completed.

Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA): This is a federal form schools use 
to help determine student eligibility for grants, loans and other student aid.

Fresh Start: Brandman offers an Academic Fresh Start program for undergraduate 
students with past academic performance not reflective of their current ability to 
be successful. Students can elect to have all academic and military coursework, 
completed at any institution of higher education 10 or more years prior to the time of 
application, ignored for admission purposes. 
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General Education: A required component of any bachelor’s degree program usually 
constituting approximately 42 credits. For further information, please go to  
http://catalog.brandman.edu/general-education-requirements/. 

General Electives: Additional credits that may be necessary for a student to complete 
a bachelor’s degree program. See an academic advisor to determine the need for and 
appropriate selection of general electives.

Hybrid: A course delivery modality that includes both on-campus and online 
student learning. 

Major Requirements: Degree requirements specific to a student’s chosen academic 
program of interest. Course and non-coursework related items may constitute 
major requirements.

Matriculation: To be enrolled at a college or university.

Military Credit: We evaluate credit for both military service and military coursework 
for academic credit using ACE guidelines. Military students are awarded six credits for 
military service. Based on ACE recommendations, additional credits may be awarded. 
We’ll accept these credits which can articulate to a discipline, major or emphasis area 
depending upon the ACE recommendation as to number of credits, discipline and level.

Military-Friendly: Brandman was born in 1958 when Chapman University, one of 
California’s oldest, most prestigious, nonprofit institutions, opened a campus at 
El Toro Marine Corps Air Station to serve the specific needs of military students. 
Brandman proudly:

• Participates in the Principles of Excellence program
• Offers 46 credits for military experience (plus credit for CLEP & DSST)
• Allows Commissioned Officers, Warrant Officers (CWO2+) and Senior NCO’s (E7+) 

to earn a master’s in organizational leadership in only seven classes
• Provides military services staff ready to serve
• Participates in the Yellow Ribbon program
• Provides for VA approved benefits for classes on campus, online and  

Brandman MyPath™ self-paced programs
• Is recognized as a military-friendly institution

MyBrandman: Our internal web portal providing student access to important 
university resources, student support offices and web links to essential student-
centered information.
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Nonprofit Private University: Technically “nonprofit” is a tax status and refers to the 
internal revenue service code 501. In practice, nonprofits are typically mission-driven 
organizations that don’t pay taxes in exchange for providing some form of public 
benefit. Instead, they are required to use their proceeds to further their mission. For a 
university, that could mean investing in better student services, higher quality faculty, 
providing more advisors, etc. A “for-profit” organization exists in order to provide a 
return on investment (ROI) to its ownership, be that shareholders, private equity or 
individual proprietor. 

One Stop Specialist: The One Stop specialist is a resource for students prior to 
starting classes at Brandman to plan for funding their education. Once the student 
is admitted and enrolled, the One Stop is the single point of contact for registration, 
financial aid, billing, payments, refunds, scholarships and veteran benefits. 

Rolling Admission: We have six eight-week sessions with no hard application 
deadlines. Applicants can apply at any time. Brandman requires completing the 
application process at least two weeks prior to any session in which a student wishes  
to begin their program.

Session: An eight-week academic period in the Brandman academic calendar. Two 
sessions compose one academic trimester — Fall, Spring and Summer — with a total 
of six sessions in each academic year (Fall I, Fall II, Spring I, Spring II, Summer I and 
Summer II). Please note: Brandman University operates on a trimester calendar but 
awards semester-based credits.

Smart Start: This is the first appointment between the student and a One Stop 
specialist. This appointment is designed to build the relationship between the 
two and further clarify the financing option the student is using to attend and 
complete Brandman.

Transfer Pathway Guide: Through the articulation process, we have created specific 
transfer pathway guides to help advisors and future students map their transfer 
pathways. These tools are updated annually and identify courses in the transfer 
process and translate how they would apply to the student’s program of study. Each 
transfer pathway guide is divided into sections that outline courses in transfer and how 
they apply to a student’s GE requirements and/or general electives as well as courses 
that apply to a student’s major requirements.

Transfer Student: A transfer student is one who has completed at least 12 semester 
credits of college coursework and is seeking admission to a bachelor’s degree 
program at Brandman.
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Trimester: A unit of the academic calendar comprising two eight-week sessions. There 
are three trimesters in our academic year and six sessions: (Fall I and Fall II, Spring I 
and Spring II, and Summer I and Summer II). We operate on a trimester calendar and 
award semester-based credits. 

Yellow Ribbon Program: Brandman participates in the U.S. Department of Veterans 
Affairs (VA) GI Education Enhancement Program, otherwise known as the “Yellow 
Ribbon Program.” It is a provision of the Post-9/11 Veterans Educational Assistance 
Act of 2008 that makes additional funds available for a student’s education program 
without further charge to a student’s GI Bill® entitlement. Brandman and the VA split 
tuition expenses that may exceed the public in-state undergraduate tuition rate. 
Students are required to be 100 percent eligible to qualify for this benefit. 
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